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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

inote0. 

Letters of Hon, Jasper Yeates to Hon. James Wilson. — 

PiTTSBTlEQH July 30, 1776. 

DbSie 

M' Morgan setting off for Ph." we have just wrote to the Committee of 
Congress respecting some Matters wch have occurred to us. I could not 
have had a better Conveyance for a private Letter to you. 

Mr. Harvey arrived here on the 20"' Inst, & Mr. Montgomery & my- 
self on the Satdy following. I waited in Carlisle a Week for Mr. M. a 
sore Leg preventing him from riding. You will perceive by our joint 
Letter that the Treaty is deferred until September. I was much afraid 
at first that this Delay arose from the Desire of the Indians to discover 
what might be the Events of the Campaign before they would come in. 
Our Agent informs me of the Contrary & is confident that there wUl be 
a very large Treaty. 

You may recollect that sometime ago the Convention of Virginia Ee- 
solved that 200 Indians should be inlisted by John Gibson in the Service 
of that Colony. It seems they lately left the Execution of this Kesolve 
to Mess" Walker & Harvey, who are impowered to determined on the Pro- 
priety of the Measure 1 If the joint Commissioners are to confine them- 
selves to a mere Alliance of Peace, wch I sincerely hope may be the Case, 
what a ridiculous Contrariety will arise should it be judged eligible to 
put the Virg" Eesolve into Execution? The Savages must laugh at our 
Conduct. At present I am determined for my own Part, to repel the 
Measure with all my Might, should it be attempted at the Treaty. 

The Convention of the antient Dominion have recommended a tem- 
porary Line to our Eepresentatives ; I will endeavour to send you the 
Boundaries they contend for. I most devoutly wish, that the Troops at 
this Fort, as well as at the Canawey, Wheeling & Kittanning were on 
the Continental Establishment. It would prevent undue Influence & 
put Matters on a more equal Footing than they now are. The Commit- 
tee of Westmoreland have resolved to put two more Companies in Pay 
& have appointed Officers for that Purpose on the Frontiers. Virginia 
has appointed Comm" to try the Validity of Claims under Indian 
Sales, & for this end to search for Testimony to invalidate them. How 
they will proceed, I know not, nor what Effect their Determinations will 
have. 

We shall be forced to exceed greatly the 10,000 Dollars voted by Con- 
gress for this Department. I could never have conceived the exorbitant 
Prices demanded for Indian Goods. No Patriotism in Trade, Methinks ! 

Will you be good enough to forward to us the Eesolves of Congress re- 
specting the ensuing Treaty, & of our Appointment properly authenti- 
cated? I know not how the Pulses of the Virginians may beat. 

I beg my Compliments to our Friend Ned Biddle. I shall be rejoiced 
to hear of his Kecovery. Believe me to be D' Sir 

Your very affect. Hble Serv'. 
HoNBLE James Wilson Esq". J. Y. 

In Philad". 
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P.S. 

The Boundaries of a 14* new independent Government stiled Westsyl- 
vania in the American Confederacy as described in a pompous Memo- 
rial intended for Congress, are 

" Beginning on the Eastern Bank of the Ohio opposite the mouth of 
" the Scioto & running thence in a direct Line to the Owasioto Pass, 
"thence to the Top of the Allegheney Mountain, thence with the Top 
"of the said Mountain to the Northern Limits of the Purchase made 
"from the Indians in 1768 at the Treaty of Fort Stanwix thence with 
■' the 8* Limits to the Allegheney or Ohio Eiver & thence down the s* 
' ' Eiver as purchased from the s* Indians at the s* Treaty of Fort Stanwix 
"to the Beginning." — 

Since my writing the above I am informed the Memorial to Congress is 
to be laid aside, & that an advertisement has been published dividing 
the People of the new Government into Districts & desiring them to 
choose Convention Men who are forthwith to meet & appoint Delegates 
to represent them in Congress. How shockingly are the People here 
divided ? And to what ridiculous Lengths are not most of them hasten- 
ing? 

I cannot procure you the Convention Boundaries mentioned in my 
Letter, but thus far I am well informed that the temporary Line to be 
established reaches to the Bullock 7 miles from hence — ^the wrong Way. 

Aug' 1. 1776. 
J. Y, 

PITTSBUBGH Atie«. 31. 1776. 
1 o'clock A. M. 

Dk Sie 

It is highly probable I shall have but little Time to communicate my 
private Sentiments to you by the Bearer hereof, [Thos. Girty] if I do 
not seize this late Hour for that Purpose. 

You will be informed by our joint Letter, which accompanies this, of 
the Intelligence we have received from the Indian Country. It is not a. 
little alarming to us here, with a Garrison of scarce 100 Men, & little 
ammunition & Provisions fitting for a Siege. If a general Indian War 
takes Place, the Consequences must be very dreadM to a People who 
have made no Preparation for it. We shall in the mean while take every 
Precaution to secure the Frontiers & put ourselves in a Posture o f Defence. 
We shall write to the Committees of Westmoreland & Bedford to hold 
their Militia in Beadiness & to Col. M^Coy to march his new raised 
Forces immediately to Kittanning. Will it not be proper for the present 
to dispense with the Eesolve of Congress as to his taking Posts & erect- 
ing Forts at Presque Isle & Le Boeuf ? Will it not divide his Troops too 
much & accelerate a War by giving Umbrage to the Indians ? 

It was a Capital Error to refer the Time of Holding the Treaty to the 
Wiandots. I have thought so ever since I came here, & so told M' Mor- 
gan. It has afforded ample Eoom to the different ministerial Officers to 
temper with, & alienate the minds of the Savages from our Interests. 
Should an Indian War take Place, I cannot but attribute it chiefly to 
the artful Endeavours of Lieut. Gov' Henry Hamilton. He was late 
Secretary to Gov' Carleton & by him put to Detroit from Canada. I am 
told he is a Man of Abilities & great Address by one who knew him 
well, while a Capf of the 15'" Eegt. 

It appears to me absolutely necessary that our Garrisons at this Place, 
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the big & Little Kanawa & Wheeling should be immediately reinforced 
& fresh Supplies of Provision and Ammunition sent thither. If the In- 
habitants once get alarmed, there will be no Stopping of their Flight, & 
the Country will be soon depopulated. We shall in a few Days be en- 
abled to determine the Truth or Falsehood of the Accounts we have re- 
ceived, & if we find we cannot cultivate a Peace with the Indians, we 
must endeavour to be useful in carrying on a War : We shall not give 
over Thoughts of the former, until we are fully convinced of its Imprac- 
ticability. Do use your Endeavours to have Mr. Morgan put off imme- 
diately to us, if he has not set out before this reaches you. We want 
some one here to superintend the Conduct of the Indians, & to watch 
their motions narrowly. 

We have received your letter by Mr. Campbell, but must defer an- 
swering it until another Conveyance offers. I am D' Sir much fatigued. 

Y' affectionate Humble Serv' 
HoNBLE James Wilson Esq». J. Y. 

Two Letters of Colonel Feancis Johnston, Fifth Penn- 
sylvania Continental Line, to Geneeal Anthony Wayne. — 

[Francis Johnston, bom in 1748, was a son of Alexander Johnston, of 
New London township, Chester county, Pennsylvania. As a young man, 
he took an active and earnest part, with his friends and neighbors, in 
their opposition to the oppressive measures of Great Britain, and, in 
July of 1774, was one of the delegates from Chester County to the Pro- 
vincial Convention, held in Philadelphia. In December following, he 
was chosen a member of the County Committee to carry into execution 
the Association, recommended by the late Convention. This Committee 
met generally at Eichard Cheyney's in East Cain township and David 
Cowpland's in Chester, and we almost invariably find Anthony Wayne 
presiding, and Johnston acting as Secretary. A Committee of Observa- 
tion and Correspondence was also formed. In January of 1775, he again 
represented the county in the Provincial Convention held in Philadel- 
phia, and was one of its three secretaries. When Wayne's Fourth 
Pennsylvania Battalion was formed, Johnston was commissioned its 
lieutenant-colonel January 4, 1776, and it was he, with five companies 
of the battalion, which arrived at Ticonderoga on July 17th, who 
brought the first copy of the Declaration of Indep endence to the Northern 
Army. On the expiration of the term of enlistment of the battalion, in 
January of 1777, he was appointed colonel and recruited the Fifth 
Pennsylvania Continental Line, largely from his old regiment, and par- 
ticipated with it in the battles of Brandy wine, Germantown, Monmouth, 
and Stony Point. Under the army rearrangement of January 17, 1781, 
Colonel Johnston was retired, and in April following was appointed 
Eeceiver General of Pennsylvania, and became a resident of Philadel- 
phia. In October of 1810 he was chosen high sheriff of the city. He 
died February 22, 1815, at his residence on Pine Street, and was survived 
by his wife Alice, a daughter Mary Erwin Eenshaw, and a son, Alex- 
ander Washington Johnston.] 

Long Island, June 14, 1776. 
My Deab Coll. 

My endeavors to procure Arms, for the remainder of our Eegiment, 
still prove unsuccessful ; I employ myself constantly in passing from this 
place to Head-Quarters ; — His Excellency' s patience is almost exhausted. 
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and indeed there is scarce a Grenl. Officer who does not look upon me as 
their evil Genius. 

I begin now to lose my Spirit wholly, & am fearful in a short time 
shall have but little relish for the Service ; moat certain I am, I shall 
not continue 6 Months longer in the Service without Arms. 

There is yet one resource left, but whether that will avail us I know not ; 
it is more than probable I shall know by Saturday next. — Capt. Putnam 
by order of the Genl. is gone to Boston, for the Carbines which Mugg- 
ford took ; I have a half promise of being supplied with these — ^if I 
should fail here, I shall then be reduced to this irksome Dilemma, either 
to man some of the Fortifications, on this Island, with our people, 
arm'd with Spears, or be compell'd to leave the Camp in dudgeon. 

It is more than probable we shall have the Enemy here, in the course 
of a Week — ^we keep constantly upon the look out, tho' I am fearftil we 
are not sufficiently attentive, more especially, when I consider myself to 
all intents, in an Enemie's Country. The Tories far exceed the Whiggs 
here, both in point of number as well as Influence — their impudence is 
unparrallel'd, particularly on this Island. — They have lately taken so 
much wig upon them as to destroy a Whig's Orchard root and branch. 
However, some few spirited Whiggs play'd the Devil with the Tories 
yesterday, in N. Y. — ^they made a number of them ride upon sharp 
BaUs, up and down the City, to the great detriment & injury of their 
lower Eegions — ^to-morrow it is propos'd to serve the Tories on this 
Island, in the like manner, or perhaps worse. 

It is likely before this reaches you, that you will be acquainted with 
Genl. Gates & Col. Miffiin's promotions — the first to the rank of a Major, 
the latter to that of Brigr. Genl. The House of Assembly in our Prov- 
ince, have directed their Delegates in Congress, to declare an Inde- 
pendancy, if they think proper. We have had great Dissentions there, 
about this and a Convention, they are likely to subside. The Congress 
have ordered ten thousand Militia to be immediately rais'd & taken into 
pay in Penna. & a proportionable number in the other Colonies, as a 
flying Camp. 

An Express this moment has arrived from Philada., by which we 
learn, that Howe & his Bed Coats will pay us a Visit immediately. 
Our Arms thro' the Army in general, are not in fighting order, we for 
our parts have nothing but damned Tomahawks — the N. E. troops are un- 
healthy — added to this, we want a large reinforcement, — ^under all these 
difficulties we will fight them & leave ye issue with Providence. Canada 
I fear is lost ; our people have behav'd like Poltroons & Cowards, pray 
give me an acct. of this matter with precision — ^Write me by every 
opportunity — Give my sincere respects to my Mend Eobinson and the 
other Genta. 

Yours &c. , 

F. Johnston. 

May X780. 

De. General. 

There never was a time which demanded the united exertions of 
America more than the present, nor was there a time which more seri- 
ously required the assistance of all ranks of Officers, in order to put the 
Soldiers in good humour & keep our little Army together. 

You can have but a faint Idea of the sufierings we have undergone 
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for want of Provisions, and indeed our supplies of Shoes, Money, Shirts 
&c. (things by the by essentially necessary for the appearance as well 
as the very existence of the Soldier) have been extremely scanty. Dis- 
agreeable as our situation is, and distant as the prospect appears of being 
put on a more respectable footing, yet we are perpetually on Duty & 
constantly manoeuvering. 

In these matters the Inspector General, Baron Steuben, takes the lead, 
I cannot but say, that his attention to Duty, his indefatiguable perse- 
verance, his zeal for the service & his military knowledge entitle him to 
the applause of the whole Army. — My Dear General would you were 
here, for tho' such a respectable Body of Infantry cannot be formed this 
Campaign, as you are justly entitled to command, nor do I know whether 
any Corps of Infantry will be formed at all, yet your Country would 
reap advantages from your presence & I should esteem myself happy 
in your resuming your former command. This no doubt would be 
irksome to you, but My Dear General consider the circumstances of the 
Army, the alarming consequences which threaten your Country & let 
that true military principle have its due weight with you, which has 
always marked your Character — I mean that of sacrificing your feelings 
to the good of your Country, & even submitting to inconveniences tho' 
repugnant to a laudable ambition. 

Believe me your return to the Army is soon expected, & tis hoped you 
will command your old Brigadier, if none other more honorable, can 
with propriety be pointed out. I have heard the sentiments of divers 
officers on this subject, they all agree, that tho' your inclination cannot, 
yet your Duty will point out the necessity of resuming this command. I 
write you this with the honest sincerity of a friend and the candour of a 
brother officer — with the same sincerity & candour, I know you will 
answer me, which I pray may be soon. My Compts to all my good 
friends ; Mrs. Johnston & Col. Eobinson beg leave to greet you well. 
I am Dear General, 

With Esteem, Yours &c. 

F. Johnston. 

A Very Dask Geneaiogy. — Among the negro slaves given by 
their owners to Bishop A. G. Spangenberg, who was superintending the 
Moravian movement in Pennsylvania, and then given their freedom, 
were two who for many years were residents of Bethlehem. 

Ofodobendo Wooma alias York, baptized Andrew, was a native of Ibo, 
Africa. When still young he was sold from place to place until 1741, 
when he was brought to New York city and purchased by a Hebrew, 
who sold him to Thomas Noble, a prominent merchant, and one of the 
Trustees of the Charity School, founded by Whitefield in Philadelphia, 
who had him educated. In November of 1746 he was sent to Bethlehem, 
and in February of the following year was baptized, and presented to 
Spangenberg. He died March 13, 1779. 

Beulah, of the Popo nation, was captured by slavers when ten years 
of age, and finally was brought to Philadelphia, where she was bought 
by Charles Brockden, Eecorder of the Province for many years, and a 
member of the Moravian congregation. After the death of his wife, she 
was sent to Bethlehem, where she was baptized in May of 1748, and 
given the name of Magdalena. In 1762, she was married to Andrew, 
and by him had three children, who died before their parents. She died 
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January 4, 1820. The following is a copy of Brockden's deed of man- 
umission preserved in the Archives at Bethlehem. 

To the Faithful in Christ Jesus our Lord God and all other People, I 
Charles Brockden of the City of Philadelphia in the Province of Penn- 
sylvania, Gentleman, send Greeting : — 

Whereas many years ago I bought and purchased with my own 
monies a certain negroe girl, which I think is of the Kingdom or Coimtry 
of Angola, in AMca, and which I called Beulah, but at her Baptism at 
Bethlehem, in the County of Bucks, in the said Province, received the 
name of Magdalena. The cause of which Purchase of her was not with 
any intention of worldly gain by continuing her in Slavery all the days ot 
her Life, but partly for the service of my dear wife Susanna, who is since 
deceased, and partly in Mercy to prevent other persons from buying her 
for filthy lucre's sake without any regard to her everlasting Interest, I 
therefore aa soon as I well could, sent the said Negroe to the Congrega- 
tion of the United Brethren at Bethlehem aforesaid who were so kind to 
take her under their care, which was five years ago or thereabouts, where 
she hath abode with my good-liking ever since, and I hope and believe 
hath by the Brethren's care and instruction received Faith in our 
blessed Savior Christ Jesus, and an Interest, and nearness to and in 
the Merits of his sufferings and death. I have nevertheless always 
declined makeing any Sale or Alienation of my right and property to 
her personal service even unto any of the Brethren aforesaid from this 
consideration, viz'. I have considered my Property in her by the 
Providence of God to be only a Depositum or Trust committed to my 
care, and as the members of the aforesaid Brethren frequently travel 
Abroad by Land and Sea, and one cannot foresee all Events, and as the 
poor Negroes or Affricans are generally made slaves of by every Nation 
and Eeligion of the Europeans into whose Hands or power they fall — 
Therefore should I part with my Eight and Property aforesaid abso- 
lutely I should thereby put it out of my power to reclaim her, and on 
the other side, I would for the cause above setforth prevent my Heirs 
Executors or Administrators after my Decease, as well as others, to 
infringe the Liberty of my said Negroe woman Beulah, now called 
Magdalena, or of her children, if please God she shall have any, I have 
therefore devised the Expedient of manumising her and her children 
absolutely with and under the Power of my Revocation, and making 
null and void that manumission if I myself shall think fit to Eevoke it 
in my Life Time, and not else. 

Now Therefore Know Ye. That for the causes and considerations so 
amply set forth as abovesaid, and for and in consideration of the good 
service of my said Negroe Woman Magdalena (formerly called Beulah), 
performed unto my said first wife Susanna and therefore unto me, I have 
manumised, emancipated and released, and by these Presents to all 
Intents and Purposes in the Law whatsoever, Do manumise, emanci- 
pate and release her my said Negroe Woman Magdalena Together with 
all her offspring or children, which by the good Providence of God she 
may happen to have and bear after her marriage (which marriage I fiiUy 
leave to the discretion of the Congregation aforesaid) And all my 
Estate, Right, Title, Property and Interest of in and to her the said 
manumised Negro Slave Magdalena and her posterity or children for- 
ever So that my Heirs Executors or Administrators, nor any of them 
shall not or may or can by any way or means have claim, challenge, or 
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Demand her the said Negro Magdalena or her children, or any of them, 
or their or any of their service But thereof and therefrom shall be 
utterly excluded and debarred forever by virtue hereof — ^Provided 
always nevertheless that If I the said Charles Brockden shall at any 
time hereafter during my lifetime Revoke this manumission, emancipa- 
tion and Eelease by any Deed or Writing under my Hand and Seal 
duly executed in the presence of two or more creditable Witnesses — 
Then this present writing, Manumission Emancipation and Eelease 
shall become utterly Null, void and of non effect as if the same had 
never been made. 

In Witness whereof I the said Charles Brockden have hereunto and 
unto one other writing or Duplicate of the same Tenor or Date, set my 
hand and seal Dated the third day of March in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and fifty-two (1752), I added the words 
marriage, Discretion of the, with my own hand before ye sealing and 
Delivery. 

Charles Brockden [Seal] 
Sealed and delivered 
in the presence of us. 

Thomas Davis, 

Josiah Jackson, 

Tim° Horsfield, 

J. Okely. 

Letter op General John Armstrong, 1758.' — 

Cablisle, 8* July 1758 

Very dear Sir 

I receiv'd your favour with my Brothers HI judg'd letter inclos'd, 
together with a few lines to Major Jaminson. 

I have the most tender sympathy of your harras'd state of life, and 
pity you more than any man this day living, yet desire sincerely to thank 
God, for your life & usefulness at a time when Zeal, Activity, Prudence, 
and Probity is so much wanted. — it is the fate of the meanest of your 
friends to labour day by day under a fresh Burthen without any near 
prospect of release, and that under the disadvantage of a slow mind & a 
stammering tongue, we have this both for comfort and the Principal part 
of pay namely the Consequence of our Actions & a good degree of acquit- 
tance in our anxious breasts. 

I hope things will go on tolerably well as to our main affair, now the 
General is come ; but thro' not being compleat in necessarys, the various 
Drafts and detachments to be made for the protection of the Frontier, 
and support of the Chain of Communication, together with many un- 
foreseen difficulties that must occur upon the Convention of such a 
number of undisciplin'd people gives us very full employ. The General 
has determin'd to leave near five hundred Men East of Susquehanah, 
to Garrison Augusta, and guard the Frontier. A Subaltern & 25 men 
to attend the Governor posted with you in Philadelphia. 

You desire the Beasons of Georges sending down his Commission — it 
was owing to Sir John St. Clairs ordering him in Arrest, on the Com- 
plaint of a Sergeant, (to whome George had given a Box on the side oi 
the head for some neglect or other) without hearing George, together 

> Dreer Collection. 
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■with sundry blustering threats out of the usual mode of treating an 
officer — ^this the' a matter with which Sir John shou'd not have troubled 
himself before I had heard it, I put up with, but found that Gentlemans 
rash and extraordinary manner of treating the officers of the new Levys 
under my particular care & command, together with his ingrossing the 
detail of the Troops which belongs to every Colonel or Commander of a 
Core that I was oblidg'd to resent the Conduct upon which a quarrel 
ensu'd betwixt us, in the Course of which, Sir John, after appointing 
parson Barton to preach, he stop'd him again in the time of reading 
prayers, but soon found his Error, & he and the parson join their Forces 
to England — I'm oblidg' d to stop giving you this disagreeable detail. I 
hear the General has made all this matter square, tho' I have not had 
time to speak one sentence to him on the subject — Sir John is now very 
Polite, the Capts. Eeed & Mountgomery want little but horn hair & 

hoof we have most of the Drafts made and sent fi'om this place 

with the utmost dispatch — a Sergt and about 20 of Capt. M'Olungs 
Company Mutiny' d on acct. of their Capt. being appointed to stay at 
some post — ^the Sergt. only will be punish' d but not with death I sup- 
pose. — ^I have yesterday by Order of the General wrote to Governor 
Sharp for Sixty Blankets, we are extreamly put to for Kettles and some 
Companys will be oblidg'd to wait their coming from Philadelphia. 
Canteens also will be much wanted and these the Men would buy but 
cant't get them. 

about thirty five men, the best of each company are Drafted to go for- 
ward, and the residue to stay upon the Eastern Frontier, and Garrison 
some posts on this side Susquehanah — ^this perplexing Duty being near 
Over I expect orders every Moment to join my own Battalion — ^in short 
our new Levys all things considered, both do, and appear very well, 
except those high Genious's Eeed & Mountgomery & the men Drafted to 
stay who are in Sundry Companys, none of the best ^Reed is ap- 
pointed to his own Frontier if he shou'd confine himself too much to his 
own borders, I hope the Governor will Castrate him, as much cannot be 
expected from his breed — ^Mountgomery is sent to Shamokin — I have 
kept fair weather with all those people, and excused their foibles where 
and when Convenient — ^the Greneral is very well pleas' d with most of 
them, 'tis three or four days since I began this letter, and five sundry 
times have I been oblig'd to lay it aside — ^I question whether you'd 
understand over the half of it. I doubt not parson Barton will write 
you some very high Charge against me like Sacrilege &c. I have 
neither time nor inclination to trouble you with a detail of his conduct, 
only that it is still very extraordinary, for the Publicks and your sake, 
I have not Open'd his Conduct nor Character to the General — he is at 
present quiet & I don't trouble my head with him, he won't suffer him- 
self to be called a Chaplain to the Battalion nor Act under the Governors 
Commission, but has procur'd a kind of Liberty from the General to go 
on the Expedition a Voluntier, the Officers of the third Battalion has 
for themselves & Men, asked of the Greneral a Chaplain of the same 
Principles & Denomination with themselves the General has Order' d 
them to pitch on whome they please, and he will appoint him, they ask 
Bay & it's said he is gone to Mary-land upon hearing he wou'd not be 
appointed. Beatty is up at Bea's Town, Steel sets out this day or to 
Morrow. I suppose the General will leave this place in three days or 
thereabout this is the 12th Inst, the General has promis'd and Major 
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Jaminson has wrote, to have his CommiBsion made out for my Battalion. 
Commissary Young is come up, and I believe has deliver' d George his 
new Commission — I have received Mine and shall write the Governor 
before I leave this place, your paragraph respecting Mr. Hamilton, is 
very agreeable — I am dear Sir, with the utmost respect & Esteem your 

Most Humble Servt. 

John Abmsteong 
P. S. do not shew this 

letter to any person. 

Hesselius Family. ^I am indebted to Mr. William Oswald Dundas, 
a descendant of Gustavus Hesselius, for the following additions to the 
notes on the family printed in the Magazine for April, 1905. Mary 
Young, widow of John Hesselius, died June 14, 1820, aged 81. She 
had by John Hesselius, seven children : (1) Henrietta Maria, born 
March 4, 1764 ; died young. (2) Gustavus, born November 25, 1765 ; 
died young. (3) Henrietta, born January 15, 1768 ; died young. 
(4) Charlotte, born June 14, 1770. (5) Caroline, bom June 9, 1773 ; 
married March 5, 1795, Judson Claggett ; married, secondly, Dr. Elisha 
De Butts. (6) Elizabety Dulany, bom February 2, 1775. (7) John, 
born 1777 ; married Febraary 25, 1799, Mary Wharton Williams ; died 
November, 1804. Mary Wharton Williams Hesselius was born Febru- 
ary 15, 1778, and died January 23, 1857. They had two children: 
(1) Mary Young, married William H. Dundas, brother of James Dun- 
das, of Broad and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia. (2) Eachel, married 
Dr. Sidney William Smith. Mr. William Oswald Dundas is the son of 
Mary Young Hesselius and William H. Dundas. 

Chaeles Henry Haet. 

State of Beitish Foeces and Disposiiion, Sept. 11, 1777. — 
At the upper Ford under the command of L* Oornwallis. 

2D?LflnfSry^' } 17*<> Killed & wounded 612 

2 Brigade British 2240 360 

1 Do Hessians 800 60 
Fargarsons Eiflemen 80—4860 46—1078 

Middle Ford under command of Major Gen'l Gray. 

2 Battallions of Guards 500 
2* & 42* Eegt Highlanders 700 
2*&71" Do 700—1900 

Lower Chads ford under the command of Kniphausen. 
2 Brigades British consisting") 

4'% 5, 10, 15, 28, 27, 28, 40 ^2240 580 

49, & 55*. J 

1 Brigade Hessians 800 28 

Queen's Eangers 480—3520 290— 898 



Total 10280 Total 1976 

Lost at Brandy Wine Sept 11, 1777. 

The above is a true copy of a return found in one of the British 
ofiScers' Marquees at the time of the engagement at Germantown, Oct. 
4, 1777. 
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The Actions at Beandywine and Paoli, desceibed by a 
Beitish Officee. — 

[The following account of the actions at Brandywine and Paoli, was 
found in the British camp at Germantown, October 4, 1777. Original 
MS. in The Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

From the Camp on the Field of Battle near Dilworth, on the heights 
of Brandy Wine, September 11* at night. 

I shou'd have written to Thee o Imperiel — consider the pain of the 
contusion I "What excessive fatigue — a rapid march from 4 o'clock in the 
morning till four in the eve, when we engaged — ^till Dark we fought. 
Describe the Battle — 'Twaa not like those of Covent Garden or Drury 
Lane. Thou has seen Le Bruns paintings and the Tapestry perhaps at 
Blenheim — are these natural resemblances ? pshaw — quoth The Captain 
in un mot. There was a most infernal Fire of cannon & musketry, most 
incessant shouting — ^incline to the right ! incline to the left ! halt 1 
charge &c. The balls ploughing up the ground. The Trees cracking 
over ones heads. The branches riven by the artillery— The leaves 
falling as in autumn by the grapeshot. The affair was general. The 
Misters on both sides shew'd conduct. The action was brilliant. Mr. 
Washington retreated (i.e. ran away) and Mr. Howe remained Master of 
the Field. We took ten pieces of cannon & a Howitzer — 8 were brass — 
the other two iron of a new construction. I took a high cap lined with 
fur which I find very comfortable in the now ' ' not Summer evenings 
in my Tent." A ball glanced against my ancle & contused it. For 
some days I was lifted on Horseback in Men's Arms — ^understand, I do 
not write from the Camp on the Field of Battle &c., &c., neither do I 
write in the month of September. Since the above Date I have been in 
a more bloody affair. 

At midnight on the 22* of Septm*' the Batt which I serve in (the 2* 
of Light Infantry) supported by Three Eegiments & some Dragoons, 
surprised a Camp of the Rebels consisting of 1500 men & bayoneted (we 
hear) from 4 to 500. The affair was admirably conceived and executed. 
I will (as it is remarkable) particularize — I was relieved from picquet 
at Sunset (the preceding sunset I mounted) and was waked at nine at 
night to go on the bloody business. The men were ordered to unload — 
on no account to fire. We took a circuit in Dead silence. About one 
in the morning fell in with a rebel vadet (a vadet is a Horse Centenel) 
who challenged three times and fired. He was pursued but escaped. 
Soon after two foot Centrys challenged and fired — ^who escaped also. 
We then marched on briskly still silent — ^our Company was advanced 
immediately preceeding a Company of Eiflemen who always are in front — 
a picquet fired upon us at the distance of fifteen yards miracuously with- 
out effect. This unfortunate Guard was instantly dispatched by the 
Eiflemen' s swords. We rushed on through a thick wood and received a 
smart fire from another unfortunate Picquet, as the first instantly mas- 
sacred. We then saw their wigwams or Huts partly by almost extin- 
guished light of their fires & partly by the light of a few stars & the 
frightened wretches endeavouring to form, we then charged. For two 
miles we drove them now and then firing scatteringly from behind fences 
Trees &c. The flashes of the pieces had a fine effect in the night — ^then 
followed a dreadful scene of Havock. The Light Dragoons came on 
Sword in Hand — the shrieks, groans, shouting, imprecations, depreca- 
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tions, the clasMng of swords & bayonets &c., &c. (no firing from us & 
little from them except now and then a few as I said before scattering 
shots) was more expressive of Horror than are the Thunder of the artil- 
lery &c on the Day of action. They threaten retaliation, vow that they 
will give no quarter to any of our Battalions — ^We are alw^ays on the ad- 
vanced Post of the army — our present one is unpleasant---our left too 
open & unguarded. We expect reinforcements. 

There has been firing this night all round the Centrys, which seems 
as they endeavour to feel our situation. I am fatigued & must sleep. 
Coud'at Thou sleep thus? No more than I cou'd act Sir Wildair in a 
ship on fire — nor I at first (entre nous) but Tyrant Custom &c., yet my 
rest is interrupted — I wake once or twice, my Ear is susceptible of the 
least noise. 

Mr. Washington by the account of some come in today is eighteen 
miles distant with his main Body [Pennypacker's Mills]— they also say 
He intends to move nearer us resolved to try the event of another Battle. 
He has been reinforced. Before the action of the 11th. of Sept" & the 
nocturnal bloody scene our Battalion had a skirmish with Gen' Maxwell's 
light Troops whom we drove from a very strong pass on the Iron Hills. 

N. B. I write from Camp near Beggarstown [Germantown] seven 
miles distant firom Philadelphia, which is garrisoned at present by the 
British & Hessian Grenediers under Lord Cornwallis — I have been there 
once — ^it is a fine environ. 

Octob' 2*, midnight, in my Tent. 

Letter of Ooi/. ^neas Mackay to Col. Wilson, 1775. — 

PllTBBUBQH 8* Nov 1775. 

SlE. 

I have done myself the pleasure of informing you in a former Letter 
of the Tragical scene exhibited at this place on the Memorable 30th of last 
October, about 8 o'clock in the evening. I could not at that time give 
you the particulars of what happened after Aston was killed & Mr. 
Smith's leg being broke, nor even the circumstances attending that 
scene, but purpose now to do it, from the best authority the place can 
afibrd. 

The mob accompanied with the two Butlers, Oapt Nevel & Mr. Smith, 
passing by Thompson's Kedoubt, Nevel proposed to go in search of a 
Magistrate to the Fort, which Mr. W" Butler (who had by this time 
Eec* a Blow from Aston on his broken Collar Bone) objected to saying 
he Nevel' s leaving the multitude would be attended with Dangerous 
Consequences, considering the outrageous humour they were then in. 
Mr. Smith Eeadily joined in opinion with Butler, offered his service to 
go instead of Nevel, whose leave he obtained for that purpose, as did 
appear next day upon the oaths of Capt Nevel & Lieut. Waggoner, who 
was also present at the time, & Mr. Smith did set oflf towards the Fort, 
when George Aston who was one of the Eingleaders of the mob, and 
some small distance behind Nevel & Smith- followed him up, saying 
God Dame you Smith what makes you be so officious & with tliat struck 
Smith on the side of the head & Eye, and with the Force staggered Mr. 
Smith so that he fell into a Clayhole a step or two just before him, 
where he fell, but soon Eecovered himself and drew his Dirk, which 
whether observed by Aston or not judge you, from Aston' s own words at 

VOL. XXIX. — 24 
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the time, as Declared upon oath next day viz. if you are for that play 
come on Smith, who was under Aston on the face of the hill, made a 
lung at Aston with his Dirk, and by all probability with eagerness to get 
at Smith, Aston found himself upon the point, which went 51 inches 
through his Body, of which he Died immediately, then the mob, in 
number I think from 30 to 40, some with and some without arms, who 
were made Drunk beforehand for the purpose by the perfideous Savage 
Simon Girty & Mrs. Sample, fell to beating Poor Smith with their Gun 
Barrels, Bayonets, Swords & sticks &c, however, he made his escape by 
some means from among them, but before he could get out of Beach of 
their firing, they snaped five Guns at him, one only of the number went 
ofi" which shot Smith through the leg & Broke both Bones, the mob then 
gathered around him and Kepeated their former brutality with Double 
Violence & Barbarity, with an additional Torture of Draging him 
through the mude by the Broken Leg, one of the Gang on this occasion 
snaped his Gun twice at Mr. Smith's head, but mist fire. Mr James 
O'Hara & James M'Cashland endeavoured by persuation to Eescue out 
of their hands, but they were like to pay dear for the attempt, for they 
were very near being murdered by the furious mob. Lieut' Girty, 
Morgan & Eide, all three of Capt. Nevel's Corps Distinguished them- 
selves on this occasion in point of Cruelty, for which no Doubt they will 
be promoted, after they exhausted their malice in the manner aforesaid, 
they Draged him into the Fort, kicking and Cuffing him as he was car- 
ried along & then he was put in the Guard house, whe^-e he would have 
been murdered, had it not been for Lieut Waggoner, to whose humanity 
Mr. Smith is indebted to for his life, for he stayed with him all night, 
in order to keep the outrageous mob, who loo^ on the Conduct of his 
fellow officers that night, with an Eye of Indignation. 

By giving Bail Mr. Smith was suffered next Day to be carried up 
to his own house, where he now lays, almost covered over with ■Woun(k 
and Bruses, besides his broken Leg, he is in great Torture and pain & 
its uncertain as yet whether he will live or die. Your friends in this 
quarter pom] now than ever, we know you feel for us and will procure 
Relief if you can. 

I am Sir with unfeigned Eespect 

Your most Humble and 

most Obed' Servant 

Ens Mackay. 

Col. Wilson 

Epitaphs feom the Old Chukchyakd at Neshannock (Near 
New Wilmington), Lawrence Co., Penna. — Copied by Helen E. 
Keep, Detroit, Mich. 

Beneath this stone lies the body of John Young who departed this 
life in the 30th (?) year of his age. Feb. 16, A.D. 1826. 

Beneath this stone lies the body of Elizabeth Young, consort of John 
Young, who departed this life in the 63rd year of her age. May 15, 
1825. Be ye also ready. 

Mary, wife of Isaac Phillips, died June 9th, 1843 aged 64 years. 

In memory of Isaac Phillips, who departed this life July 5, 1824 
aged 48 years. 

In memory of jane punray departed August the 25 A.D. 1833 aged 
16 mo. 
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In memory of Margaret, wife of William Phillips, who departed this 
life Mar. 31, 1859, aged 30 years, 5 mo., 21 days. 

Christopher Fulkman, Jr. died Sept. 21, 1867, aged 73 years, 6 months. 

Sarah C. wife of Christopher Fulkman, died Aug. 26, 1873, aged 73 
years, 3 mos. and 16 das. 

Christian Folkman, died Mar. 23, 1813, aged 62 years. 

In memory of Eichard Tenbroek, who departed this life Apr. 5, 1847, 
in the 72nd year of his age. 

John Wilson died Oct. 22, 1845 aged 56 years. 

Katherine wife of John Wilson, died July 23, 1744, aged 51. 

Elizabeth B. Wilson daughter of John and Katherine Wilson died 
Dec. 13, 1843 aged 25. 

James Love died Sept. 24, 1856 in his 79th years. 

Anne Love wife of James Love, died Aug. 28, 1856 in her 72nd year. 

Hugh Love died Mar. 1, 1884 aged 79 yrs, 4 mo., 5 da. 

Martha wife of Hugh Love, died Sept. 7th, 1860 aged 48 years, 10 
months. 

In memory of Mary, consort of William E. Summerville who departed 
this life 

In memory of Mary Allen, consort of Joseph Allen who died May 5, 
1833, in the 34th year of her age. 

In memory of William Johnston who departed this life Sept. 9, 1838 
in the 75th year of his age. 

In memory of Elizabeth consort of William Johnston who departed 
this life Dec. 2 (or 24) 1838 in the 68th yeir of his age. 

In memory of John McOlain who departed this life Nov. 9, A.D. 
1838, in the 78th year of his age. 

Here lies the body of James McCready, who departed this life Mar. 
12, 1825, aged 75 years, 2 months. 

In memory of Alexander Cotton, who departed this life Oct. 26, 1811, 
in the 70th year of his age. 

Bruce Hezlep, died Sept. 16, 1824 aged 49 years. 

Maryann wife of Bruce Hezlep, died Sept. 16, 1824 aged 49 years. 

William Young,' died Dec. 27, 1820, in the 80th year of his age. 

Mary wife of William Young died Oct. 5, 1836 in the 83rd year of 
her age. , 

Gen. Anthony Wayne Congkatulates Washington on his 

Election as Peesident of the United States. — 

EicHMOND State op Georgia 
6th April 1789. 

SiK 

Accept of my warmest & sincerest congratulations upon your appoint- 
ment to the Presidency of the United States of America, and altho' it 
can not add to the Illustrious character you have so justly merited and 
established through the World, Yet it reflects additional honor upon the 
Western Empire, by a display of Prudence, Wisdom and gratitude in the 
choice she has made, of her greatest Soldier, ablest Statesman, & truest 

1 John and William Young were sons of William Young of Lurgan twp., Franklin Co., 
Penna., 1753. John Young was private In the Sixth Penna. Battalion, Col. William Irvine, 
Eevolutionary War, Capt. Abraham Smith's Company. Elizabeth wife of John Young 
was daughter of David Elder of Fannet twp., Franklin Co. John and Elizabeth Young 
removed after the Kevolution to Indian Run, Mercer Co., Fa., which is near Neshannock. 
Mary mfe of William Young was sister of Elizabeth Elder, wife of John Young. 

H. E. K. 
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friend ; to preside over her. The task she has assigned you is ardious, 
but you are equal to it — the unbounded confidence placed in you, by 
every class of citizens (which no other man could expect or hope for) 
will contribute to render it less difficult — in fact it is a Crisis that re- 
quires a Washington. I am therefore, tempted to take the liberty as an 
individual sincerely & truly devoted to you & to my Country, to pray 
you not to decline the trust now committed to your charge ; & at the 
same time to ofier my ready & best services, shou'd they be at any time 
Necessary, either in the Civil or Military line in any quarter of America. 
Have the goodness to pardon this freedom, as it flows from the heart 
of a sincere friend, & also permit me to introduce Brigr. Genl. James 
Jackson (a representative from the State of Georgia) who I know to be 
a valuable Citizen, a good Soldier, & an honest man. 

I hope to have the honor of paying my respects to you at the seat of 
Government in the course of the summer. Interim believe me to be 
with every sentiment of regard & Esteem, 

Your Excellencys 
Most Obt. 
& 
very Humbl Set. 

Anty Wayne. 

Letter of Lafayette to General Wayne, 1786. — 

PAEia December the 20tli 1786. 

My dear friend. 

The Hey ward's departure affords me an Opportunity to write to you 
Which I eagerly embrace. It Has been My Happy fate to Enjoy such 
a pleasing intercourse with my Brother officers, and particularly My 
Bosom friends among them, that I cannot find an alleviation in the 
Heartfelt privation of that pleasure, but when I have the good fortune 
to hear from them, and the power to Express my feelings to them. 
There is at present but little of News to impart. You have heard of the 
treaty of Commerce between France and England, which are to treat each 
other like the Most favoured European Nation, — America being Excepted 
of Course. You have no doubt received a letter to Mr. Jefierson, which 
however, I enclose. The affairs of Holland are not yet settled. 

I beg you will remember me to all my friends in Georgia and Caro- 
lina — ^many of the Charlestown ladies I have the Honor to be acquainted 
with. I hope Mrs. Kinloe has not forgotten a friend who loves her 
with the tender affection of a Brother. Be pleased to pay My Compli- 
ments to the families of Mr. Eutlege, Mr. Bee, Mr. Izard, Mr. Crips, 
to our Brother generals and officers— don't forget Colonel Call, my good 
friend — ^nor Col. Washington, nor any of them — and God Grant, My 
dear Wayne, I may soon be invited to some fresh punch in your House, 
which will perhaps Be the Case next spring, and most Certainly before 
the End of next Winter. I Have written many letters to Charlestown 
which I am afraid have Miscarried — I beg you will mention it to such 
as did not receive my answers. 

If you with a family in Georgia, I beg you will not forget My Re- 
spects — and am with those Sentiments of Regard and affection which 
are not a New thing to You, 

My Dear friend 

Yours 

Lafayette. 
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MtrSTER EOLIi OP THE FOUBTH COMPANY, FlEST BATTALION, ThIKD 

Regiment, Somerset County New Jersey Militia, 1808. 

Cornelius Terhune, Captain. 
Jonathan Everett, lAeutenant. 
Jesse Woodward, Ensign. 
Joseph H. Skelton, Clerk. 



Andrew Mershon, 
Elisha Clark, 
William Slingland, 
Matthew G. Ferguson, 
John Parsage, 
John Napton, 
John Nevius, 
William Schenck, 
Jacob Frelinghuysen, 
Ephraim Applegate, 
Francis D. Janvier, 
Jonathan Cool, 
David Johnson, 
Thomas Jones, 
Samuel Bayles, 
Benj" Hubbard, 
Joseph Van Huys, 
David Eunyan, 
William Downie, 
W" Davison, 
Isaac Skilman, 
Elisha Sortore, 
W" Johnson, 
David Johnson, 
Mayer Smith, 
James Johnson, 
William Peirce, 
Bloomfield. 



Thomas Millet, 
Job Stockton, 
Peter Tharp, 
James G. Ferguson, 
Samuel Abrams, 
Forman Right, 
John Eobeson, 
Jacob Keen, 
William Johnson, 
John Leonard, 
Jesse Scott, 
William Cool, 
Cornelius Blanc, 
Jacob Gulick, 
Aaron Hight, 
Eiias Scudder, 
David Clark, 
Charles Crawford, 
Eobert Davison, 
W" Hamilton, 
Sam' Bayard, 
Lewis Johnson, 
Stacy Morford, 
Jeremiah Updyke, 
Samuel Jeffries, 
Daniel Agnew, 
John Updyke, 



Josiah Worsh, 
Patrick Duncan, 
John Norris, 
John F. Molatt, 
Eobert Voorhees, 
Peter Bogart, 
George Davis, 
Cornelius Grover, 
Jon. Davids, 
William Joline, 
Isaac Horner, 
Gabriel Smith, 
William Jones, Jr., 
Eobert Baytes, 
Samuel Skilman, Jr., 

Smith, 

James Caldwell, 
Joseph Stants, 
Jediah Davison, 
Sam' Updyke, 
Michael Eyley, 
Caleb Johnson, 
John Gross, 
John Bronn, 
Eich* Compton, 
Henry Van de Waters 
John Cheston, 



KiNSEY. — In "A Eegister of Marriages and Deaths, 1803," Penna. 
Mag., Vol. xxiv., p. 207, for John Kinsey, read James Kinsey. He 
was appointed Chief Justice of New Jersey, November 20, 1789. 

W.N. 

Letter op Ashbel Seymour to "Josiah Willard in Newing- 
TON in Weathersfield in Connecticut," 1775. — Donated by De 
Forrest Willard, M.D., to The Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
Ashbel Seymour served in the "Lexington Alarm" campaign as a 
private, and was Sergeant of Ninth Company, Captain John Chester, 
Second Connecticut Eegiment, Colonel Joseph Spencer. The names in 
italics indicate that they were killed at Bunker Hill. 

Cambric June 19 1776. 

I have now an opportunity to Eight to you to inform you that thro the 

Goodness of God I am alive & well, notwithstanding the many hazards 

I have been in of Late. Last Satterday was a day which New England 

never beheld the scene before — Cannons roaring, drums Beating, Bells 
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Einging to Alarm her Sons to go forth in her Defence & to spill their 
precious Blood to save her from Ruin & misery. 

Last Satterday the Battel began about 2 Clock in the afternoon & 
Lasted near 3 hours. Grape shot & musket balls as thick as Hail — ^had 
not the Lord been on our side thousands must have fell, but our Lives 
were spared, so that we hope that 50 is the moat that are dead — About 
as many more wounded. There is 4 of our Company missing, we sup- 
pose are Dead, 3 wounded not mortally. Wilson Boulinson, Boger Fox, 
Laurence Sullivan, Oarshum Smith Dead, newington people are well 
except Daniel Deman, [Deming], finger shot off in battel — some shot 
thro their Clothes. 

A Remarkable providence that we were preserved. For the Regulars 
stormed our Entrenchments, we was obliged to Retreet they firing upon 
us — there was above 400 of the enemy tis supposed. It was thought we 
took an Emprudent step by going so near the mouths of their Cannon to 
entrench For they played upon us on three sides with Cannon. Charles- 
town is all burnt down, the entend to burn Cambrig. 

I Received yours Dated June 12 which informs me that you are well 
& all your fathers family. I remember my Love to them all & to all 
Enquirers. 

I subscribe my name 

AsHBEL Seymour. 

Nazaeeth Hall. — ^In May last, the sesqui-centennial anniversary 
of the laying of the corner-stone of Nazareth Hall, the oldest church 
boarding school in Pennsylvania, was celebrated, upward of three hun- 
dred of the alumni being present. Of the early directors of the school, 
the Rev. Francis C. Lembke, Ph.M., was, perhaps, the most learned. 
He was born at Blansingen, Baden, July 13, 1704. He was first sent to 
the Gymnasium at Durlach and then to the "Collegium Wilhelmita- 
num" at Strasburg. He applied himself with much diligence to his 
studies, and made such rapid progress in them that he was admitted to 
the University in his seventeenth year. There he devoted all his 
energies to a fiirther study of the classics, and especially philosophy, so 
that his acquirements soon attracted the attention of the trustees, and 
he was looked upon as a candidate for a professorship. In 1733 he 
went to Jena, but two years later was recalled to Strasburg, as professor 
in the Gymnasium. Entering the ministry of the Moravian Church in 
1746, he spent the following nine years in Germany and England. In 
1754 he was sent to Pennsylvania, and from 1759 to 1779 was the dis- 
tinguished director of Nazareth Hall. He died July 11, 1785. 

Letter op Elisha Stoddard, 1776. — Presented by De Forrest 
Willard, M.D., to The Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Elisha 
Stoddard was a private in Captain John Morgan's company, Eighth 
Regiment, Connecticut Militia. 

Brother. 

In a hurry I take this opportunity to present you with a short sketch 
of what I met with since I left home. Sailed from Rockey-hill Saturday 
about 10 of the Clock — Come to an Anchor at Moodus about sunset-— 
Sailed from thence on Sunday at sunrise — arrived at Saybrook about 
noon, past by Forkin Island at 7 of the Clock — ^went through Hell Gate 
on Monday about 12 — arrived here at 2 in the afternoon. 
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I have been in good health since I left home, not seasick at all — 
Several of the Company were very sick in passing the Sound. James 
Camp has hardly got over it yet. 

I have been round viewing the City and Fortifications — ^have had a 
view of the Ministiral Fleet and Camp on Statan Island it struck a dread 
upon me at first sight but seem a little more harden'd to it now how my 
courage would serve me in an ingagement. 

The ships that were up the north river returned on Sunday morning, 
piloted by a trator through a part of the chanel of the river where the 
blocking was not completed — our artillery at the forts play'd upon them 
with very little effect, they fired from the Ships and some of their Balls 
went over the City and fell into Harbor on the other side. 

What is like to be done further I know not, last night the talk was 
that the Kegulars would be here today as their Tents were struck, but 
they are pitched again now. We have a very numerous Army here, 
every street swarms with Soldiers, some think there is near 100,000 men 
here abouts — they are constantly coming in. 

Your brother and the rest who came by Land are not arrived, as I can 
hear (one of the clock). We are quartered in the middle of the city in a 
very good House, Hanover Street. But I must close my scrawl, thanking 
God for my preservation hitherto — hoping for the continuation of his 
protection, and trusting that in your prayers you will not forget 

Your friend and Brother 

Elisha Stoddard. 

New York, 

Aug 20'" 1776. 

Dr. John Morgan's Notice to De. William Shippen, Je., 
TO Attend the Taking of Depositions oe Witnesses eoe His 
Approaching teial, 1779. — Original in Manuscript Collection of 
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

SlE. 

Please to take notice that on Saturday Jan'^ 1 1780 at nine o'clock in 
the morning I propose to examine & take the Depositions of David 
Thomas & Owen Thomas, at the house of the former, being three miles 
£rom the Yellow Springs in Vincent Township, Chester County, & at 
half past 10 o'clock of Mrs. Sarah Kennedy at her House at the Yellow 
Springs, as Evidence on your approaching Trial. On Monday the 3d 
of January at 10, 11, & 12 o'clock I propose to take the Depositions of 
Christopher Marshall Esq', Mr. Bowsman &Mr. Derringer (late Tavern- 
keeper) all of Lancaster, at their respective houses in Lancaster. 

On Tuesday the 4th of January I propose to take the Depositions of 
Jacob Kimmel & Henry Bear, of Ephrata, at 10 o'clock at the house of 
Jacob Kimmel, living at the Mill at Ephrata of Christian Eoherback, 
Tavernkeeper, at Ephrata, at the 12 mile stone from Lancaster ; at J 
after ten of Peter Miller & [torn] of Ephrata ; & at 12 Susannah & 
John Miller at Miller's Tavern, half a mile from Ephrata. At 3 o'clock 
in the afternoon of the same day I propose to take the Deposition of 
Philip Eppright at his House in Adams Town. 

On Thursday the 6th of January from 10 o'clock and on Friday 
morning from the same hour, I propose to take the Depositions of the 
following persons at the house of John Hartman, Tavern Keeper at 
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Beading viz. W" Eeeper, Daniel Levan, John Hartman, Adam Haltze- 
der, Henry Haffa, Capt. John Mears, Andrew Engle, John Fry, 
Michael Conrad, M. Dagenhart, Jacob Stehley, Baltzar Geer, Michael 
Bright, D. Waller, Elizabeth Nietz or Nightly, Susannah Babb, Hannah 
Lewis, Nicholas Bower, & C. Bauny. 

On Saturday at 5 o'clock p. m. Jan'3' 8, 1 propose to examine & take 
the Deposition of Jacob Gangewer at Allen Town, Northampton County 
at Eobert Levers Esq ; on Monday at 10 o'clock a. m. I propose to take 
the Deposition of DocP Otto at Nazareth, at his own house. 

On Tuesday January 11th at 10 o'clock I propose to take the Deposi- 
tions of Nicholas Bimmel & Jphn Marricle, at the house of Nicholas 
Eimmel, 4 miles from Bethlehem, on the Road to Springford, and at 12 
o'clock of the Rev. Mr. Ettwein, of John Hassey, Ephraim Culver & 
Jost Johnson, at Johnson's Tavern, Bethlehem, & on Wednesday Jan^ 
12 at 4 o'clock in the afternoon I intend to take the Deposition of W" 
Bennet, Tavern Keeper, in Bucks County, on the Old York Road 28 
miles from Philad'. 

. These several Depositions are intended to be produced in evidence on 
your approaching Trial agreeable to the Resolve of Congress of this day, 

John Morgan. 

Philada. Dec. 24 1779. 

To D' Wm Shippen Jun., 
Direct' Gen' &c. 

Abstkact of Manumission of a Negro Slave of Gen. Anthony 
Wayne, 1792. — Manumission of negro, Edward Potts, aged fifteen 
years. General Wayne reserving his "servitude" for himself and assigns 
for nine years. Lidenture for the same to be made out the day follow- 
ing, General Wayne for himself and heirs releasing all right in him as 
a slave, only reserving him as servant. Signed by Anthony Wayne 
and witnessed by Thomas Harrison in Philadelphia, before Matthew 
Clarkson, Mayor, May 25, 1792. 

General Anthony Wayne Needs a Furlough.— 

Camp at the Guu 19th Deer. 1777. 

Dear Sir : — 

After strugling with a Stub'ron cold for near two Months and a pain 
in my breast Occasioned by a fall at Germantown where my horse was 
shot under me — ^the Caitiff has taken post in my Lungs and throat — and 
unless I am permitted to change my Ground I dread the Consequences — 
I have not Interest Sufficient with his Excellency to Obtain leave of 
Absence long enought to effe^st a Radical cure — my physicians advise me 
to go to some Inland town or place where I can be properly Attended and 
procure a Suitable Regimen— I have now been on Constant duty for 23 
Month Sixteen of which I served in Canada and Ticonderoga the Re- 
mainder with his Excellency during which period I have never had One 
single moment respite my private Interest is in a suffering Condition all 
the Accts of Money's Reed, and Expenditures since I entered the service 
remain unsettled — so that if any misfortune should happen me there is 
no person who could Liquidate them — These Considerations together 
with my state of Health Induces me to request you to lay my case before 
Congress and endeavour to Obtain leave of Absence for me for five or Six 
Weeks, I am Confident that when they Reflect on the length of time I 
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have served them together with the hard duty I have underwent they 
will not hesitate to grant me this Indulgence it heing the first I ever 
akcd. 

I am happy to hear that my Daughter has blessed you with a Son — 
and that she is likely to Assist in forming his young mind and placing 
him in the bright path to Honor Virtue freedom and Glory — from which 
I trust that neither he nor my little fellow will turn and altho' the track 
should be marked with their father's Blood. 

I wish you to forward the furlow I require with all possible dispatch. 
Interim I am your most 

Obt Huml Sert 

Anty Wayne. 

EXTEACXS FBOM THE DAY-BOOK OF CHARLES WlLLSON PeALE ; 

Expenditures on Account of his Museum; 1808-1813. — 

1808. Box of Eaisins and 6 lbs Almonds for the use of the Orchestra, 
$7.50. Music from Blake for Organ, $34. 6 Bottles Lemonade, $4. 
32J galls Lamp Oil, $32,V<r: Bear's cage $30. Posting Bills $2.60. 
4 Cast Iron Stoves, $26. 40 bush. Lehigh Coal, $20.50. 8 Portraits 
by Kembrandt Peale, $400. 

1809. 20 bush Virginia Coal, $8. Organ of 8 stops made by Low 
$1000. 2 patent Lamp, of 4 wicks each, $66. Claronet, $16. 

1810. 2 Chandeliers bought of Bradford, $60., 12 Lamps made by 
Leadbeater, $48. Live Elk, $15. Deformed Calf, |40. 

1811. Mr. Vivant for gilding 24 portraits, $162. Plastering and 
material done in State House Steeple, $33. Black Rattlesnake, $10. 
Abbot's Stove, $35. 1 Copy D' Shippen, $30. Paid James Peale, 
varnishing and finishing the Collection, $90. 

1812. Advertising in Aurora 2 years, $61.37. Electrical Table, made 
by G. Jones, $18. James Peale repairing pictures, $1.50 Eaphaelle 
for picture of the fish on wood, $15. and Watermellon, $30. 

1813. R. P. Gumming, for coppering the State House, $13.50. 
Pamphlets of Pictures, $138.50. Glass for Electrical plate, $25. Por- 
trait of Gen. Davis, $30. Frame, $8. Portraits of Com. Decatur and 
Capt. Jones, by R. Peale $160. 4000 Handbills, $5.12J. Luken's 
Model of Perpetual Motion, $80. A View up the Schuylkill, $12. 
Plaster busts of Rush & Physick, $20. 

The gross receipts of the museum from 1795 to 1808, were $42,101. 22J. 

(Slueriee. 

Susan Lear. — I have in my possession an interesting journal kept 
by a Philadelphia girl, Susan Lear, during a visit to Providence and 
several places in Massachusetts in 1788. From Philadelphia to Provi- 
dence she travelled with Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Brown, and is said to 
have been related to Mrs. Brown (Avis Binney). She was the guest of 
the Brown family in Providence, and of Gen. Hull in Newton, Mass. 

Not long after 1788 Susan Lear married Capt. James Duncan in 
Philadelphia and they moved to Mercer County, Pa. 

From the journal, which mentions many well-known people of the 
time, the Lear family must have been of some prominence in Philadel- 
phia. Can anyone tell me who Susan Lear was ? H. E. K. 

763 jErrERsON Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
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Hendeeson, Gass, Young, Elder. — 1. Who wag Eobert Hender- 
son (bom 1748), wlio came from Cootehill, County Cavan, Ireland, to 
Philadelphia about 1795, with his wife, Jane Carnahan, and several 
children? Later they went to Pittsburg and from there to Mercer 
County, where they settled in a place afterwards called Hendersonville. 

"Wanted — ^records of descendants of Eobert and Jane (Carnahan) Hen- 
derson for a genealogy. 

2. Benjamin Gass, of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, died in 1752, 
leaving a wife (Eleanor) and children : Benjamin, Prudence, Mary, and 
William. The guardians of the children were Benjamin Chambers and 
John Potter. The wife of Benjamin Gass, Sr., was Eleanor Galbraith. 
Who was she ? 

3. Mary Gass, daughter of Benjamin and Eleanor (Galbraith) Gass, 
married Lieut. William Stewart, of Carlisle, who came from Green Hill, 
Donegal, Ireland, about 1750 and was in Col. Hazen's regiment, " Con- 
gress Own," in the Eevolutionary War. There is a family tradition 
that Mary Gass was at one time stolen by the Indians, and that a book 
was written about her experiences. Can any one tell me anything 
about this book or pamphlet? 

4. William Young was taxable on the list of Lurgan Township, 
Franklin County, Pennsylvania (then part of Cumberland County), in 
1753. He died before March 6, 1753. His wife was Elizabeth. Their 
children were : 

1. William married Mary Elder. 

2. John married Elizabeth Elder. 

3. Elizabeth married John McConnell. 

4. Gilsey married Daniel Slaymaker. 

5. Margaret married Andrew Hemphill. 

6. Another daughter. 

David Elder's grandchildren mentioned in the wUl were : David, son 
of William Elder, Noah Elder, and Elizabeth Barr. 

Who was David Elder ? Was he the son of James Elder, the brother 
of the Eev. John Elder, of Paxtang? 

4. David Elder in 1778 was Justice of the Peace in Fannet Town- 
ship, Franklin County, Pennsylvania. In his will, dated 1807, he be- 
queathed to his children and grandchildren about 700 acres of land. 
His children were : 

1. William married Sarah Abraham and had Noah Abraham, who 
lived near Germantown, Pa. 

2. Elizabeth married John Young. 

3. Mary married William Young. 

4. John, bom 1765 or 1772. 

5. William manied Mary Deeper. 

6. Jane. 

7. James, born 1776. 

Who was John Young ? Family tradition says that he was the son of 
John Young and Mary White, of Wyoming County, and that John 
Young, Sr., was killed by the Indians. H. E. K. 

753 JEFFKESON AVB., DSTROIT, MiOH. 

LoWNES. — Information is wanted of the descendants of Caleb Lownes, 
who was living in Philadelphia in 1794. Where may they be found? 

H. E. 

2026 Mount Vebnon Street, Philadelphia. 
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Alumni Catalogue of the University op Pennsylvania. — ^The 
Alumni Catalogue Committee of the University of Pennsylvania requests 
data concerning graduates of the early medical classes. A query mark 
indicates that the place of residence of a graduate, at the time of matricu- 
lating, is unknown or in doubt. The Editorial Committee desires to 
ascertain (1) the full name of each man, when initials only are given ; 
(2) dates in full, and place of death ; (3) academic honors or degrees 
conferred, with names and dates of institutions conferring them; (4) 
reference, etc., printed matter, memoirs, etc., concerning these men. 

Information may be forwarded at once to the office of the General 
Alumni Society, 3451 Woodland avenue, Philadelphia. 



1769. 

James Armstrong, New York. 
Thomas Pratt, South Carolina (?). 
Alexander Skinner, Virginia. 
Myndert Veeder, New York. 
John Winder, Viriginia (?). 

1771. 

Jonathan Easton, Ehode Island. 
Frederick Kuhn, Pennsylvania. 
John Kuhn, Pennsylvania. 
Eobert Pottinger, Maryland. 

1773. 

Thomas Biddle, Pennsylvania. 

1780. 

William W. Smith, Maryland (?). 
John Foulke, Pennsylvania. 

1781. 

Ezekiel Bull, Maryland. 

1782. 

Nicholas Coxe, Maryland. 
James Craik, Maryland. 
John Gibbons, Pennsylvania. 
Ennals Martin, Maryland. 
Walter Payne, Virginia. 

1783. 

John Morris, Pennyslvania. 
Thomas Waring, South Carolina. 
John Watson, Pennsylvania. 



1784. 

Joseph Blythe, New York. 
Beuben Guilder, Virginia. 
Elisha John Hall, Maryland. 
James Lyon, Virginia. 
John McSparran, Pennsylvania. 
Monzien, Virginia. 

1785. 

James Gilchrist (?). 

Isaac Hayne (?). 

Eichard Hopkins, Maryland. 

Samuel Knox, Pennsylvania (?). 

John McConnell (?). 

Edward Miller, Delaware. 

Eobert Walker (?). 

1786. 

John Graham, Pennsylvania. 

1787. 

Eobert Coleman, Virginia (?). 
Peter Keene, Maryland or Virginia. 
Andrew McDowall, Pennsylvania. 
John Eamsay, Pennsylvania (?). 

1788. 

James Beatty, Pennsylvania (?). 
William Parker, South Carolina. 

1789. 

Charles Harris, Pennsylvania (?). 
Stephen Theodore Johnson, Mary- 
land. 
Frederick Zerbaut (?). 
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AsHTON — Clake — ^Aubrey. — Charles Ashton of Northumberland 
Co., Va., an oiEcer in the Colonial Militia and a Justice of the County 
Court, testified that he was aged forty years in 1665. He was a near 
kinsman of Capt. Peter Ashton, an associate of Col. John Washington, 
the immigrant, and the Ashton family was one of the most important of 
the Colonial aristocracy of Virginia. The wife of Charles Ashton was 
Isabel, whose family name does not appear. But in the oldest record 
book of Northumberland Co., Va., now very badly wormed, there is at 
p. 61, May 1654, a deed of gift from Richard Clare for the consider- 
ation of love and affection to "John Ashton sonne to Charles Ashton" 
of a cow and calf. This makes it likely that when Charles at the age 
of 29 had raised a son to 8 or 10 years of age the maternal grandfather 
of the boy gave him a cow and calf. 

In Colonial Pennsylvania there were two women, Barbara and Martha 
Aubrey from the Welsh-Norman family of that name, descendants ot 
Saunders de St. Aubrey, brother of the Duke of Boulogne, who came 
into England with William the Conqueror. After the conquest of 
England Sir Bernard Newmarch with several other Norman nobles 
undertook and accomplished the conquest of South Wales, slaying in 
battle Rhys ap Tudor, King of South Wales and son of Tudor the 
Great, late King of all Wales. Among the companions of Bernard 
was Sir Reginald Aubrey who married Isabel daughter of Richard de 
Clare Earl of Briony. 

It seems that the occurrence of these three names Isabel, Richard and 
Clare, must be something other than accidental, albeit they are some five 
centuries apart. Still there are instances of names coming down in 
families through equally long periods. 

George Wilson. 
Lexington, Mo. 



Meredith. — Wanted the names of parents and the birth-place of 
Hannah Meredith, who was married to Capt. Harry Gordon, R. E., 
January 30, 1762, at Christ P. E. Church, Philadelphia. W. J. 



3i3ooft motfces. 

Richard Spelman's Descendants. — ^Mrs. Fannie C. W. Bar- 
bour, of 169 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, New York, is compiling a gene- 
alogy of the descendants of Richard Spelman, bom in Danbury, Essex 
County, England, and settled in Middletown, Connecticut, about 1700. 
She requests all descendants, who have not already done so, to communi- 
cate with her at once, to enable her to complete the data to date. 

June, 1905. 

Year Book of the Pennsylvania Society, 1905. Edited by Barr 
Ferree. New York. 1905. 8vo, 208 pp. 
Mr. Secretary Ferree has compiled an interesting and valuable book 
for the members of this enterprising Society. In addition to the frontis- 
piece, a portrait of United States Senator Philander C. Knox, upwards 



